
 

 

 

Boca Raton company disrupts dermatology with alternative to skin cancer surgery 

May 26, 2017 

Six years ago, Boynton Beach dermatologist William Roth didn’t hesitate to pay more than 

$200,000 for Sensus Healthcare’s SRT-100 machine that uses low-energy radiation therapy to 

zap non-melanoma cancer cells. 

“I’m a big fan of it with the right patient,” said Dr. Roth, who has become a medical advisor to 

Sensus, a Boca Raton-based company considered a “disruptor” in the dermatology industry. 

SRT-100 is a low-energy superficial radiation therapy device used in a doctor’s office and some 

clinics. It is designed to provide a non-surgical alternative to remove basal cell and squamous 

cell carcinoma without leaving a scar. 

Sensus’ SRT-100 sales have been growing, with 300 units sold to doctors and clinics around the 

country, including 80 in Florida, the company said. The company also is gaining traction with its 

new SRT-100 Vision model that includes ultrasound. It has sold units to two hospitals in Israel. 

CEO Joseph Sardano said the SRT-100 was developed as another tool to help doctors treat the 
growing population being diagnosed with skin cancer. 

“As the patient population is getting older, there’s a high incidence of diabetes, higher 

propensity of infections, people on beta blockers or blood thinners….The healing process for 

older patients is a very difficult one,” Sardano said. 

With an SRT-100 treatment, patients can maintain their lifestyle because they don’t have to 

worry about sweating or infection, which are issues after surgery. 

“They can maintain their active schedule. Their life doesn’t stop,” Sardano said. 

The treatment is even covered by Medicare and some private insurers, except for deductibles 

and co-pays. 

 
 



But some Mohs surgeons — those who have been trained in the traditional technique where 

the surgeon cuts thin layers of skin to remove cancer cells — voice concerns. They’re afraid 

patients are choosing non-invasive treatments that have not yet been proven as effective as 

Mohs surgery in removing skin cancer. 

Dr. Richard Krathen, a dermatologist and Mohs surgeon in Palm Beach Gardens and Palm City, 

said he wouldn’t recommend superficial radiation therapy to a patient. Even after seeing a 

presentation by Sensus about SRT-100, Krathen said, “it didn’t change my mind.” 

Krathen, who leads the 20-person Florida Fellowship-Trained Mohs Surgeons, is concerned 

there is not enough data on the effectiveness of the SRT-100 device. 

“I like to practice evidence-based medicine,” he said. 

Sardano said he didn’t expect that the Sensus’ products would be welcomed with open arms by 

Mohs surgeons “because we are moving somebody’s cheese.” 

Mohs is considered the “gold standard” of skin-cancer treatment because it has a 98 percent 

cure rate. In comparison, SRT-100 is 94 percent to 95 percent effective at removing skin cancer, 

according to studies by Dr. Armand Cognetta Jr., medical advisory board chairman for Sensus. 

Cognetta, founder of Dermatology Associates in Tallahassee, helped conduct a 2000-2010 study 

on superficial radiation therapy. In the 1,715 basal cell and squamous cell carcinomas treated 

superficial radiation therapy, recurrence rates after two and five years were 1.9 percent and 5 

percent, respectively, the study says. 

Sensus has other clinical studies on the superficial radiation technology on its 

website, http://sensushealthcare.com but no new studies since SRT-100 launched in 2011. 

Sensus Healthcare has FDA clearance, which means it is able to sell SRT-100 because the 

technology already legally exists in the marketplace. Recently, Sensus received FDA clearance 

for its new SRT-100 Vision, and to use machines for treatment of keloids, or scars that can occur 

following surgery or an injury. 

http://sensushealthcare.com/


When asked whether the federal agency reviews a device’s effectiveness before clearing it, FDA 

spokeswoman Stephanie Caccomo responded in an email: “When the FDA approves or clears a 

product for market, we have reasonable assurance that the devices are safe and effective for 

the intended uses.” 

Reviews of superficial radiation therapy in medical journals have been mixed. 

The Journal of Clinical and Aesthetic Dermatology in 2015 called superficial radiation therapy 

“likely a viable alternative for the treatment of basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell 

carcinoma.” Yet a 2016 paper by American Academy of Dermatology said superficial radiation 

therapy should be a “second option” to Mohs surgery, and that more research is needed. 

Dr. Roth, a Mohs surgeon, said he still treats the majority of his patients with the surgical 

technique originally developed by Dr. Frederic Mohs in the 1930s. 

“But for the right patient, nothing compares with radiation,” Roth said, saying SRT-100 is a good 

option for patients 65 and older who have tight, thin skin, and for diabetics and others those 

who risk infection from surgery. 

“Patients should be given the information and participate in the choices for their health care,” 

Roth said. 

Roth’s patient George Goldsmith, 92, of Boynton Beach recently chose the SRT-100 treatment 

for skin cancer on his nose and on top of his head, saying he “had no pain at all. He was afraid 

of getting Mohs surgery again because he once got an infection. 

Roth also has used SRT-100 on younger patients, but he’s more concerned about side effects, 

which can include a lighter coloring of the skin in time. Also, “after about 30 years, there is 

some risk, although small, that the radiation may induce skin cancer,” he said. 

Sardano and his partners started Sensus in 2010 because they saw skin cancer as an “under-

served” market. About 3.3 million Americans are diagnosed with basal and squamous cell skin 

cancers are diagnosed each year, according to statistics cited by the American Cancer Society. 



The company acquired patented technology for a superficial radiation machine and made 170 

modifications to the machine, such as automatic settings to protect the patient. The old 

machines were set by hand. 

Last week, Sensus was awarded the 2017 Technology Leader of the Year for Disruptive 

Technology by The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce. In 2014, the company was awarded 

the “New Production Innovation Leadership Award” by Frost & Sullivan, a global research and 

consulting organization. 

Sensus raised $10 million in an initial public offering in 2016, and has since increased its sales 

team to 20 people. Sensus had annual revenues of $4.9 million, up 44 percent from a year ago. 

Sensus’ stock has a 52-week range of $3.50 to $6.69 a share in Nasdaq trading. 

Patients diagnosed with basal or squamous cell cancer have other options as well. Lynn Cancer 

Institute at Boca Raton Regional Hospital offers Valencia, a non-invasive skin cancer treatment 

that offers a radiation treatment by Swedish company Elekta. There also are chemotherapy 

creams that can be used for some surface skin cancers, dermatologists say. 

One downside with SRT-100 is the patient has to return for 12 or more treatments. 

Dr. Jerry Obed, a dermatologist in Fort Lauderdale, hasn’t bought a Sensus machine. He isn’t 

ruling it out, but is not sure patients would come to his office a dozen or more times for the 

required SRT-100 treatments. 

Still, Obed said he likes to offer his patients alternatives, including chemotherapy creams for 

surface skin cancers. 

“The more options the better,” he said. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/business/fl-bz-sensus-dermatology-disruptor-20170505-

story.html  
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